So… what are we to do?
We can throw up our hands hopeless that anything can be done; We can become like the growing number of doomsday preparers, who, with walls and guns and caves and gated communities, think they (we) can create enclaves where they and their families are safe; Or, as the President suggested in his eulogy and address to Newtown at the interfaith service, "We can do better than this," For me, I am going to start with a 1000-year-old prayer from St. Francis, and I hope many would pray it as well. Maybe just then, instead of all of us throwing our arms up in despair, or gun control advocates blaming the NRA or the NRA refusing to listen to common sense, or political parties just responding with the party line, or children living in fear, we may find a way and the spirit to not only pray for the healing of nations, but help lead the way. As I read the gospel, I think that is why the church, as the Body of Christ, is in the world.
So in these 7 days left until Christmas, I am going to pray, and may we all pray and live the spirit of that prayer:
Lord, make me an instrument of Your peace. Where there is hatred, let me sow love; where there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy.
O, Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; to be understood as to understand; to be loved as to love; For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned;
it is in dying that we are born again to eternal life.
And after we all pray for a while, maybe we will be ready to talk… and listen… and in a small way be ready to create communities and enter into conversations that makes room for the one who comes as Prince of Peace, and so we pray.
Graham
Graham Hart General Presbyter graham@peaceriverpresbytery.org P.S. Attached is a letter related to the work of Presbyterian Disaster Assistance. Also, the following resources may be helpful to you and those in your congregation at such a time as this.
View or Download Free NDIN Disaster Tip Sheet for U.S. Religious Leaders "Children & Disasters":
(click here)
View or Download Free NYDIS Manual for NYC Religious Leaders: Spiritual Care and Mental Health for Disaster Response and Recovery: (click here)

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ More About the Response of the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance this letter is from the Presbytery of Southern New England
Dear Presbyters and Friends, I want to update you on how we can respond to the staggering tragedy at Newtown within our Presbytery [the Presbytery of Southern New England]. As you might guess it is a fluid and changing situation.
Just 24 hours after the tragedy a team from Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) had arrived. The team of four experienced persons have not only been of huge support to Adele Crawford and I, but also they have been instrumental in networking many religious and volunteer organizations as they try to respond to the needs of the Newtown community and beyond.
The outpouring of care and offers of help and support have been overwhelming. So much so that the need now is to hold back on these offers so that the caregivers can focus on immediate needs, such as funerals and counseling. Newtown has in hand already great resources for all these immediate needs. Among those resources are the strong and organized relationships of an active ministerium.
Gratefully FEMA will very soon have a VAL (Volunteer Agency Liaison) working in Newtown. That person' work will be to coordinate the long-term recovery which is done in large part by religious and volunteer organizations. Do what Presbyterians do very well: stick with this for the long haul and make your offers of help over the next two years. PDA and the VAL will let us know what needs arise and you will be informed through We received a touching email from a congregation in Dunblane, Scotland that experienced its own school shooting incident. They expressed their understanding and support for us with words that touched our hearts and spoke to us of the enduring grace of God. We are grateful for your prayers and your compassion.
Rev. Dana F. Lindsley, Presbyter to the Spiritual Community Presbytery of Southern New England
